Objective:  Select the most productive information                               Name ____________________________
sources and finding tools to address a given

information need
Questions to start with:  (These will be group discussion questions as students fill in blanks)
1. What’s my topic?  (This gives us a chance to review the idea of appropriate focus for a given assignment)
2. How ____detailed_______ is the information I need?  (encyclopedia vs. academic article, for example)
3. How ______up to date________ does the information have to be?  (population figures vs. historical analysis, for example) 
4. Are there ______specialized_______ resources for my topic?  (as opposed to, say, Google…)
Directions:  Evaluate the following print and online resources by completing the chart.

(The last 4 – in shaded boxes – are some of the online databases I’d like students to know a bit better)
	Source     
	    Title of Book or Article         
	Is the Information

Detailed or General?
	Copyright 
    Year

	Book


	
	
	

	World Book Encyclopedia (Print)

	
	
	

	Atlas

	
	
	

	Dictionary

	
	
	

	CultureGrams

	
	
	

	Biography Resource Center

	
	
	

	World Book Online

	
	
	

	Science Resource Center

	
	
	


Think About It….

1.  Identify an information need where it would be better for you to use an online source than a print source and explain why.

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

2.  A “finding tool” is__________________________________________________________________ .

An example that we use in the TC library is ________________________________________________ .

