

Name________________

Evaluating Internet Resources


Complete the table below to discover the value of the web sites provided.  Be ready to defend your answers in our discussion.

Authority:
What does the URL say about the author?   Did you find an author/organization responsible for the web site?  What was the author’s purpose in posting this web site?  Does this author/organization have the expertise to publish this information?  What are the affiliations associated with this web site?

Content:
What information is provided on the front page or home page?  Did you find errors in the text or graphics of the web site?  Is there a strong bias represented?  Does the web site present facts, opinions, or propaganda?

Value:
Is this site easy to navigate?  Is the information properly cited?  Is the information recent enough to be relevant for your research?

Topic:  Polar Bears

Web site:  http://www.panda.org/polarbears
	AUTHORITY
	What information is provided by the URL? (education, commercial, etc.)


	Is there an author?
	What is the author’s purpose?

Information?

Persuasion?

Entertainment
	What is the author’s expertise?
	What organizations are affiliated with this site?
	My Vote:

(This site has good authority for my project

(I need to keep researching. 

	CONTENT
	What information is provided on the home page and links?? Circle those that apply:

a) Links to reputable sources

b) Detailed information

c) An absence of advertising


	Are the text and graphics free of errors?
	Is there a strong bias represented?
	Does this information represent:

Fact:

Opinion:

Propaganda:
	My Vote:

(This site has appropriate  content for my project

(I need to keep researching.

	VALUE
	True / False:

This page is well-balanced, is easy to navigate, and the information is properly cited. 
	Is the information recent enough to be relevant for my topic?

Please support your answer.


	My Vote:

(There is information here that will be useful to my research topic.

(This  site is sufficiently current to be useful. 


Topic:  Octopus

Web site:  http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html
	AUTHORITY
	What information is provided by the URL? (education, commercial, etc.)


	Is there an author?
	What is the author’s purpose?

Information?

Persuasion?

Entertainment
	What is the author’s expertise?
	What organizations are affiliated with this site?
	My Vote:

(This site has good authority for my project

(I need to keep researching. 

	CONTENT
	What information is provided on the home page and links?? Circle those that apply:

d) Links to reputable sources

e) Detailed information

f) An absence of advertising


	Are the text and graphics free of errors?
	Is there a strong bias represented?
	Does this information represent:

Fact:

Opinion:

Propaganda:
	My Vote:

(This site has appropriate  content for my project

(I need to keep researching.

	VALUE
	True / False:

This page is well-balanced, is easy to navigate, and the information is properly cited. 
	Is the information recent enough to be relevant for my topic?

Please support your answer.


	My Vote:

(There is information here that will be useful to my research topic.

(This  site is sufficiently current to be useful. 


Topic:  Endangered Animals

Web site: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/
	AUTHORITY
	What information is provided by the URL? (education, commercial, etc.)


	Is there an author?
	What is the author’s purpose?

Information?

Persuasion?

Entertainment
	What is the author’s expertise?
	What organizations are affiliated with this site?
	My Vote:

(This site has good authority for my project

(I need to keep researching. 

	CONTENT
	What information is provided on the home page and links?? Circle those that apply:

g) Links to reputable sources

h) Detailed information

i) An absence of advertising


	Are the text and graphics free of errors?
	Is there a strong bias represented?
	Does this information represent:

Fact:

Opinion:

Propaganda:
	My Vote:

(This site has appropriate  content for my project

(I need to keep researching.

	VALUE
	True / False:

This page is well-balanced, is easy to navigate, and the information is properly cited. 
	Is the information recent enough to be relevant for my topic?

Please support your answer.


	My Vote:

(There is information here that will be useful to my research topic.

(This  site is sufficiently current to be useful. 


Topic:  2008 Presidential Campaign

Web site: http://www.moveon.org/
	AUTHORITY
	What information is provided by the URL? (education, commercial, etc.)


	Is there an author?
	What is the author’s purpose?

Information?

Persuasion?

Entertainment
	What is the author’s expertise?
	What organizations are affiliated with this site?
	My Vote:

(This site has good authority for my project

(I need to keep researching. 

	CONTENT
	What information is provided on the home page and links?? Circle those that apply:

j) Links to reputable sources

k) Detailed information

l) An absence of advertising


	Are the text and graphics free of errors?
	Is there a strong bias represented?
	Does this information represent:

Fact:

Opinion:

Propaganda:
	My Vote:

(This site has appropriate  content for my project

(I need to keep researching.

	VALUE
	True / False:

This page is well-balanced, is easy to navigate, and the information is properly cited. 
	Is the information recent enough to be relevant for my topic?

Please support your answer.


	My Vote:

(There is information here that will be useful to my research topic.

(This  site is sufficiently current to be useful. 
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